Pilot Projects Legislative Proposal – md 1.31.13


	The Focus of the Pilot Projects

· Information

· Reforming and standardizing requirements for vital information on a CalWater Planning Watershed basis.

· Establish basic templates for mapping and other information.

· The templates will provide basic and electronically accessible information deemed necessary by the agencies, plan submitters, and the public to understand and fulfill their legal responsibilities.

· Cumulative Impacts

· Making the evaluation and response to cumulative impacts credible and effective.

· Restoration Measures

· Enabling restoration measures to be identified for listed anadromous salmonids, other wildlife, watersheds, and the forest itself.

· Monitoring

· Determining appropriate and effective monitoring procedures and standards.


	The Requirements for the Pilot Project

· Who's Involved?

· The Board and Department of Forestry, guided by the Natural Resources Agency and CalEPA, in partnership with harvest plan review agencies, the range of public stakeholders, and the scientific community shall conduct pilot projects to determine and implement processes that result in long-term efficiencies and cost savings while ensuring environmental performance that will protect and restore vital soil, water, wildlife, timber, and forest values and resources.

· The industry, agencies, and the public will have the opportunity to participate in the development and implementation of needed pilot projects in transparent processes.

· Pilot projects shall be conducted by persons and entities with relevant training and experience.

· There shall be consultation with and comment sought from appropriate scientific experts and the public, including, but not limited to, qualified fisheries and wildlife biologists, in order to develop evaluation and implementation guidelines that are feasible, enforceable, and protective of the public trust.

· Where?

· Take place at the appropriate spatial scale.

· Determining Baseline and Parameters

· Use reproducible, preferably quantitative, methods of evaluation as the primary means of determining baseline and/or existing physical, chemical, or biological parameters.

· Goals

· Shall include significant primary goals such as to effectively protect, maintain, and contribute to the restoration of properly functioning habitats for recovery of listed species, restoration of quality timberlands, or other goals deemed appropriate under Section 4564. Some of these may include reducing the risk of wildfire with special consideration for human communities, reducing sedimentation and soil loss, achieving long-term carbon sequestration in on-site tree growth and other on-site forest carbon pools, and protecting-restoring unique attributes of a given planning watershed.

· Reports and Policies

· Use information in the State of Washington's Watershed Analysis Manual, the Methods Manual developed by the State of California's North Coast Watershed Assessment Program, the California Coho Recovery Strategy, the NOAA Fisheries' Recovery Plans for California ESUs, the California State Wildlife Action Plan, and from other pertinent reports, programs, and guidance documents

· Shall be consistent with state and federal mandates governing coho recovery and restoration of impaired water bodies.  Pilot projects shall also reflect the established joint policies between the board and the department and the Department of Fish and Wildlife and the Fish and Wildlife Commission.


	The Results of Pilot Projects

· Document the findings, conclusions and recommendations.

· Guidelines for Cumulative Effects

· The pilot projects shall include the development of guidelines for conducting a cumulative effects evaluation on a planning watershed scale, and shall address the potential project-specific planning watershed cumulative effects of timber harvesting activities.

· Public Hearings re Findings and Recommendations

· The findings and recommendations of pilot projects shall be presented in at least one public hearing, or more, depending on the scope and spacial extent of those findings and recommendations.  The initial hearing will be before the Board of Forestry and Fire Protection, with all pilot project involved agencies required to be present.  

· Rulemaking

· Any recommended rule making shall have the goal of meeting the needs of each of the agencies and the public and private stakeholders – and meet the criteria of creating efficiencies and ensuring environmental performance.  The rulemaking will likely done primarily by the Board of Forestry, but the other involved agencies and departments my need to act to make sure their regulations are consistent with the findings and recommendations of any pilot project.

· Information (Organizing, Access, etc.)

· All documents that form the basis for the pilot projects that are developed pursuant to this section shall be posted on the department's Internet Web site.

· The board, with the assistance of a multidisciplinary technical advisory committee, and in consultation with the Natural Resources Agency, CalEPA, and others, develop recommendations and pass regulations for providing electronic public access to all relevant documents that assist the department in administering timber harvest regulations, in the protection and recovery of forest and watershed health and productivity, and in monitoring.  Watershed specific information shall be organized by CalWater Planning Watersheds which may then be conglomerated into larger aggregations as appropriate.

· The Future

· It is intended that pilot projects will be used in the future as needed to improve forest practices, recovery measures, and the quality of California's forestland, watershed, and wildlife resources;  and the human communities that depend upon them.  


	Timeline

· It is intended that the first pilot project, or set of pilot projects, be completed by 1 January 2017 or sooner.  

· It is intended that rules and process changes resulting from these initial pilot projects be in place by 1 January 2018 or sooner.


	Funding

· Funding and personnel for the development and implementation of pilot projects shall be utilized from existing department and responsible agencies' budgets and personnel, including first priority funding from AB 1492 for timber plan review agencies.  Additional funding shall be sought from private and public sources, statewide and nationally, with an emphasis on receiving support from educational institutions.
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